
Deflexivity of 
the 
demonstratives 
in Old French 
(1250-1300)

Emergence from a medieval 

norm ?



What is deflexivity?

• Deflexivity after Bouttineau (2010: 89) 

• Flexion ? Flexivity ?

• Use of infixes and suffixes to express syntactic and grammatical function 
(Gallmann s/a : 1)

(1) lat. ROS-A (Nominative - Subject, Feminin, Singular)
VS.

(2) lat. ROS-AM (Accusative – Direct Obj, Feminin, Singular)

• Belongs to the Psycho-Mecanism of Language by G. Guillaume (posth. 1964)

• Bouttineau (2010: 89): Diachronic occurrence of an autonomous marqueur for the 
explicit treatment of a grammatical parameter of the following word.

• (3) lat. MUR-US (N. Sj., M., Sg. > a.fr. L-i mur-s (N. Sj., M., Sg.) > fr. L-e mur (M., 
Singular)



History of the demonstratives
Marchello-Nizia (2004, 2012), Müller-Lancé (2021

LATIN until 8. C. > A. FR. 8 – 13. C. > M. FR 13. C. -

Case 2. P 3. P

NOM. ISTE / 
ISTA 

ILLE / 
ILLA 

ACC. ISTUM / 
ISTAM

ILLUM / 
ILLAM 

ABL. ISTO / 
ISTA /

ILLO / 
ILLA /

Csdr Me / Moi Out-me/ 
Hors-moi

C.S cist/ceste cil/cele

C.R.D cest/cesti cel/cele

C.R.I cestui/cesti celui/celi

Specifier Pronoun

Ce(t)/Cette Celui-ci/-là
Celle-ci/-là

3    21      2    3 ICH 
I

MOI

Out       Me

Hors-moi

Locutor
1 Meter

<- Personal system

Sphere of     
belonging

Spatial system

Celui-ci celui-là



Objectives of the Master thesis

• Corpus of deeds of Beauvais (Picardy) from 1250 to 1300. We are preparing a 

diplomatic edition of those texts.

According to K.Grübl (2013 ; 2015), the case inflection of French has become virtuel in 

the ecclesiastical norm of documents, since in the same period (1250-1280) there was a 

secular norm that already gave the inflection. But it is now for the definitive articles. 

1) With this work, we want to see if the demonstratives follow the same paths from the definitive articles in 

their paradigmatic restructuring.

2)  Is the form ce+N+ci/là created through a reanalysis ? 

  (4) li deuandit relegieusne pooient bien goïr de [[ches coses [chi] devantdeuisees]]

3) Is there a particular dialectal variant that has participated in creating a supra-regional norm?
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Anabaena flos-aquae

Microcystis 
aeruginosa

Anabaena affinis
Aphanizomenon
flos-aquae

Microcystis mucilage
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